What to Expect After TPLO Surgery

· Medications will be sent home with you after your pet’s surgery. (Anti-inflammatory, pain, and antibiotics and a sedative if needed)

· A detailed list of after care instructions specifically for your pet will be sent home with you after surgery. Your surgeon will go over these instructions with you at your scheduled release time.

· No stairs, running or jumping for 6-8 weeks. This is crucial for the recovery of your pet.

· Your pet will need to be confined to a small room or crate for the next 6-8 weeks. If you have other pets in the house it is important to keep them separated.

· We recommend applying an ice compress around the joint 3-4 times daily for 10-20 minutes for at least 4 days post-surgery.

· Your pet should be on a leash ANYTIME it is outdoors, even in your own yard. Off leash time is NOT recommended during the healing phase. 

· An appointment to return in 10-14 days to have your pet’s sutures removed should be made at the time you pick up you pet from surgery. There is no charge for this appointment.

· Follow up x-rays will be necessary to evaluate the healing process 6-8 weeks and 12-14 weeks post-surgery. There is no charge for these appointments or x-rays.

· We do not charge for routine follow up appointments or x-rays. Additional fees may include, but are not limited to, unscheduled rechecks, sedation for x-rays, and additional or refills of medications sent home with you pet after surgery. 

Your pet will start feeling better shortly after surgery and it will become a challenge to keep them quiet after during the healing phase. They often will feel better and want to return to normal activities before the healing phase is complete. It is very important to the overall recovery of your pet that all instructions for post-operative care be followed. If there is anything we can do to help you and your pet through this process, please do not hesitate to call us.

